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Dear Parents, 
 
This is our first Newsletter of the new academic year and therefore, I would like to 
welcome all of our new parents and staff to the school.  Thank you to all of our 
parents for the support that you have already given to the school this term.  The 
students all came back to school in uniform and well equipped for work.  This helped 
the school to make a fast start to the year and thereby allowed the students to quickly 
focus on their learning.  The Autumn term is probably the most important term of the 
year for most students, particularly those who are taking examinations in the summer.  
It is vital therefore, that students make the most of their time at school and, if possible 
to get in front with their studies, because for example, every piece of coursework 
completed before Christmas, means more time for revision after Christmas. 
 
 

Barrie Cooper, Headteacher 
 

                                                    Summer Schools 
This year we have again run our successful Summer 
School.  There were four weeks of activities held in 
the school. Two weeks were in partnership with 
Lichfield District Council and two weeks were our 
established Year 6 Summer Schools, the children 
were excellent and had a lot of fun which we 
displayed at our Summer School Presentation Evening recently . 

Awards Evening 
On September 14th we held our first Awards Evening where we celebrated the 
academic success across the school.  Our most successful GCSE and AS/A Level 
award winners were presented with books by our guest speaker Mr Casey Jones from 
Dragons Den. We also awarded special awards to pupils who had made outstanding 
contributions to the school.  The evening ended with a cheese and wine reception.  It 
was a most enjoyable evening and one that all staff, parents and pupils were very 
proud to be part of. 

Be Your Own Boss Day 
On September 25th we held a Be Your Own Boss Day for all 6th Formers.  This was a 
day for our 6th Formers to take the opportunity to meet with many businesses and 
organisations who could support them if they are interested in working in business or 
the professions.  The support we received from Staffordshire University and the 
business community was phenomenal and I know that we will gain many  
Business mentors for all of our pupils in the future. 
 

                                Mrs D Williams 
                                                                       Assistant Head Enrichment and Inclusion  
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Mathematic with ICT College Status 
 
Thank you to parents for their support of our College Bid.  The £50,000 that we need 
to make a bid is beginning to come into the school and we have completed the first 
draft of the bid submission. 
                                      
 

SPECIALIST COLLEGE BID  
 

Sponsored Run 
 
As you know we are raising money for our Specialist College Bid. To kick start a 
series of fund raising activities there will be a whole school sponsored walk/run held 
on the school field on the afternoon of October 17th 2007. 
 

·  Sponsor Forms will be available and all pupils will be expected to take part. 
·  The day will be non uniform which the normal collection will be held for this. 
·  We would like each pupil to get sponsorship for at least £10.00 – paid in 

advance – to be able to take part. 
·  The pupils/staff will run/walk the perimeter of the field.  This can be done in 

fancy dress. 
·  If it is a wet day we will hold it on the 19th October.   
·  This day will be followed by a series of year group events.  More information 

later about this ! 

˜ 
Another way you could help the school raise money for the bid would be by 
completing a ‘Gift Aid Declaration’ form.  This will allow us to claim the tax back on 
any donation made by you to the school.  This means that for every £1 donated we 
will receive a further 28p from the Government.  I have included a ‘Gift Aid 
Declaration’ with this letter, I would be grateful if you would complete it and return it 
to your child’s Tutor. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Careers Education and Guidance at Nether Stowe 
 
We have now relocated in school to room G5, (which was previously Miss Sullivan’s 
and Mrs Perrett’s room) this is where students can come for all Work related/ Careers 
information, and where myself and our Connexions PA’s Lynne Bateman and 
Georgina Roberts (George) are based. Lynne is in school all day on Monday and 
Wednesdays, and also most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, George is in school all 
day on Fridays.   
 
We have already started this year’s programmes which include work with year 10 
students on setting up their work experience placements for next June. Year 10 will 
also be having an external theatre company visiting in November which will help with 
their ‘Staying in Learning’ presentation. All years will receive input from the 



 3 

department, including support for Year 9 with choosing their options. I will keep you 
posted with this and our exciting new development of student Careers library 
assistants and how you will be able to access our information and handout etc via the 
school website.  
 
Connexions are currently seeing all year 11 students for small group sessions, and 
working with the students to identify and agree the support they need this year, to 
ensure they know the options available to them and how to access these. Lynne will 
be at the forthcoming prospective sixth form evening on 1st November, and on hand to 
answer any questions relating to careers or progression issues.  Lynne will also be at 
next terms Year 11 parents evening. We welcome support from parents and guardians 
and the ‘it’s your choice Booklet’ being given to students can be found at 
www.connexions-direct.com/itsyourchoice.  Students have also been given other 
useful handouts with advice and websites to help their research and career planning 
These will be available from me on the evening 1st November and at parents evening 
on 31st January 2008. Please ring me at school or email me if you would like 
questions answered. 
 
Connexions are also currently working with the new Head of sixth form to put in 
place support for both year 12 and 13.  
 
The Lichfield Connexions office has now moved from the Old Library to a brand new 
building near the main city Railway Station.  It is situated in Davidson Street, where 
the new traffic lights have been built on the junction with St Johns Street.  The 
telephone number has remained the same: 01543 510683.  Opening times are 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am-5pm Tuesday 1.30pm-5pm and Friday 9am-
4.30pm. 
 
I am going into as many assemblies as possible in order to keep students informed 
about latest developments.  I am also currently working on a programme of study for 
Careers Education and Guidance which will support the work we have already done 
on ‘Fast Tomato’.  We are currently compiling information which will go onto the 
school intranet as an additional information source. 
 
If you or your child has any questions about Careers Education and Guidance please 
do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 
 
 
     Mr S Pether 
     Careers and Work Related Learning Coordinator  
 
 
 
Harvest Festival 

 
Due to the sponsored walk the Harvest Festival for Year 7 and 8 will now take place 
after half term – date to follow. 
 
 
 



 4 

 
 
 
GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Name of Charity  Nether Stowe School PTA 
Details of donor 
Title……..Forename(s)…………………………Surname…………………………….. 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………..Postcode………………… 
I want the charity to treat 
*the enclosed donation of £………………as a Gift Aid donation 
*the donation(s) of £……………….which I made on……/……/……as (a) Gift Aid donation(s) 
*all donations that I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid 
donations. 
*all donations I have made for the six years prior to this year, (but no earlier than 6/4/2000) and all 
donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. 
*delete as appropriate 
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you 
give). 
Date:……./……/……. 
Notes: 

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the charity. 
2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and 

capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment 

tax return. 
4. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the 

charity..Or, refer to help sheet IR55 on the HMRC web site. 
 
 
� ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
Design & Technology Department 
 
As I am sure you are all aware Design and Technology is where we like to encourage 
our pupils to use creativity and inspiration to design and manufacture a product.  
What we have had difficulty with is being able to allow our pupils to manufacture 
their designs, due to the increasing cost of materials.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you who have donated towards the department and I hope 
you will look forward to your child bringing home their projects between now and 
next summer.  I must take this opportunity to announce the support of York Builders 
Midlands Ltd for their kind donation towards the department; it has enabled us to buy 
new tools and a cordless drill and they have very kindly offered to be our sponsors for 
the next academic year.  This is a local Lichfield company who are extension 
specialists and with their help has enabled the Design & Technology Department at 
Nether Stowe to already expand. 
                                                                                       Mr J. Murphy 
                                                                                       HOSL D&T 
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Future Events 
 
The second half of the Autumn term is a busy time for the school and there are a 
number of evening activities to which we invite parents.  A school calendar was sent 
home at the beginning of the year and full version of the calendar can be found on our 
website.  I hope that large numbers of our parents will feel able to support the students 
and the school in the activities that we have planned. 
 
Parents Evening 
 
There will be a parents evening for Prospective Year 12 pupils for September 2008 on 
Thursday 1st November 2007. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
October 
Monday 15th   - Coffee afternoon 2.15pm 
Wednesday 17th  - YRS 7,10 and 12 Parents Evening – Tutors only 
Monday 22nd-Friday 26th  - Half Term 
 
November 
Monday 26th – Friday 7th - Y11 Mock Examinations 
 
December 
Tuesday 18th   - Christmas Concert 
Thursday 20th   - Big Band at the Kings Head Christmas Specials  
     Carol Service 
Friday 21st   - End of Term 
 

 

˜ 
I am pleased to be able to inform you that Nether Stowe High School will, once again 
be presenting a musical as our school show in the Spring term.  This year we will be 
producing ‘Singing in the Rain’.  Student auditions are already taking place and 
therefore all students interested in taking part need to keep a close eye on our notice 
boards. Tickets will go on sale early in the Spring term. 
 
Once again thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you at 
our forthcoming events. 
       
 
 
Mr B. Cooper 
Headteacher 
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PARENT-GOVERNOR ELECTION  

 
There is a vacancy on the Governing Body for one Parent Governor.  If you would 
like your name to be put forward please complete the attached form.  Governors serve 
for a 4 year period, i.e November 2007-October 2011. 
 
The Governing Body plays a major part in the life of the school, and carries many 
important responsibilities.  It is vital that parents are fully represented.  May I 
encourage parents to consider standing? 
 
If you would like to stand please complete the accompanying form and return it to 
school by 9a.m on Friday 2nd November 2007.  Please write a few notes in support 
of your candidature.  If more than one nomination is received a ballot would need to 
be held and this supporting information will be published to assist parents in making 
their choice. 
 
Mr B Cooper 
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NETHER STOWE HIGH SCHOOL 
PARENT-GOVERNOR ELECTION 

 
 

I am willing to stand as a candidate for the office of Parent Governor. 
 
Signed……………………………….Name in capitals………………………………. 
 
Parent of ……………………………Form……………. 
 
 
Parents supporting this candidature are: 
 

1. Signature……………………………………….. 
 

Name in capitals……………………………….. 
 
Parent of……………………………Form…….. 
 
 

2. Signature……………………………………….. 
 

Name in capitals……………………………….. 
 
Parent of……………………………Form……. 
 
 

Supporting Paragraph:- 
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