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Dear Parents, 
 
There is never a dull moment at Nether Stowe High School and once again this term there has been a 
number of interesting and challenging developments to keep us on our toes.    The big event of the term 
was our Ofsted Inspection.  Although somewhat unexpected, it nevertheless went well and we received 
a very positive report.  Satisfactory with many good features is a reasonable category, had KS4 
examination results been better last summer I have no-doubt that we would have been looking at an 
overall category of Good.       
 
Feedback from the LEA has been very positive, although our School Improvement Officer (SIP) was 
disappointed that our KS3 was not rated as outstanding.  As he commented, to be in the top 17% 
nationally for value added at Key Stage 3, is surely outstanding. 
 
Our task now is to build upon our present position with the view to obtaining a Good with Outstanding 
features, or an outstanding grade overall when Ofsted visit again in three years time. 
 
Another big event for the school has been the completion of the application for the Specialist College 
Bid we are making for Mathematics and Computing.  We are delighted that we have almost raised the 
£50,000 needed to support the application and the completed bid has now been received by the 
Specialist Trust. 
 
We hope to have the result of our application in June. 
 
As always at Nether Stowe High School there have been a large variety of activities taking place over 
the term, not least of these was our ‘Prison No Way Day’ and our production of ‘Singing in the rain’, I 
would like to thank all of the staff for the contribution that they have made to all of the learning 
experiences that we have offered students this term. 
 
We finish the end of term for pupils on Wednesday March 19th with a non uniform day. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful Easter Holiday and we look forward to 
welcoming the pupils back into school on Thursday 3rd April 2008. 

�
�
� � � � � � � Mr B Cooper 
       Headteacher 
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Prison No Way Day -  March 5th 2008  
 
On March 5th Year 9 had a great Prison no way Day held at the school.  This was a crime awareness 
day run as part of the citizenship programme. The day involved the prison service co-ordinating a day 
around the consequences of making bad choices.  This involved the Police, Ambulance and Youth 
Offending Team with the Magistrates as well as the Prison Service.  The pupils went around a carousel 
of workshops looking at the action each service had to take when anti-social behaviour occurs. 
 
The pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed the day and learnt a great deal from the experience.  It is 
tremendous for us to have a large number of other services in school for the pupils to meet and work 
with in such a positive way. 
 
The day ended with rewards  for good citizens and a short concert which resulted in all the adults 
having to get up and dance in front of the pupils- something greatly enjoyed by all. 
 

 

 

 

 

PTA - Meeting 

There will be a special meeting for the PTA on 7th April at 7pm.  This meeting will be to look for new 
members that would be interested in joining the PTA. 

 
 
 
 

Specialist Bid 
 
Another great opportunity for the whole school to come together is a parent, Mr Lang, has been able to 
get a place in the London Marathon.  He has elected to use the Marathon to raise funds for our bid. 
 
We hope that parents and pupils will sponsor Mr Lang and we raise a substantial sum of money.  If you 
are able to sponsor Mr Lang as a parent or a family please collect a sponsor form from school or from 
your child. If you are able to support the event please complete the attached gift aid form and we will 
be able to claim some tax relief on the money. 
 
Please support Mr Lang and we wish him good luck on the day. 
 
 
 
      Mrs D Williams 
      Assistant Head Enrichment and Inclusion 
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KEY STAGE 3 EXAMINATION TIMETABLE 2008  
 
Please see below the Key stage 3 examination timetable for 2008.  It is extremely important that all 
students attend all of the SAT’s: it is a national test and absence from any session is monitored by the 
DCSF. 
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Uniform  
 
It will be compulsory for Students in Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) to wear a tie with a gold stripe as 
from September 2008. (currently a gold tie is available only to students in Year 11).  Year 10 students 
can, if they wish, wear a gold tie as from the beginning of the Summer Term (03/04/08). 
 
A reminder: training shoes are not acceptable for school wear.  Shoes are a compulsory part of the 
school uniform.  If you have any queries about uniform please contact the school 
 
 
        Mrs J Johnston 
        Deputy Headteacher 
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Maths Department 
 
In maths we recently took part in a maths challenge event and the following pupils were very 
successful in achieving awards. 
 
Amy Crooke  - Bronze 
Josh Moore   - Bronze 
Rebecca Mace   - Bronze 
Emma Taylor   - Silver 
Rhiannon Evans  - Silver 
Emma Sisley   - Silver 
Mark Fraser  - Silver 
Alex Mcdonald  - Gold 
  
Alex also qualified for an International follow on event called a Pink Kangaroo. 
 
         
� � � � � � � � Mr M Hipwell 
        Maths Department 
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Tesco Computers for Schools 2008 
 
We would like to claim equipment for our school through this scheme and are asking you to collect the 
special Tesco Computers for Schools vouchers at the checkout every time you shop or buy petrol at 
Tesco. 
 
This year, the Tesco Computers for Schools scheme will: 
 

·  Start on Monday 3rd March and run for a 10 week period until Sunday 11th May 2008. 
·  Give customers one voucher for every £10 spent* in a single transaction in any Tesco store or 

petrol filling station during this period. 
 

Please give any vouchers you collect to your child to bring into school to add to our collection.  At the 
end of the promotion we will hopefully have collected enough vouchers to exchange for the items 
mentioned above. 
 
Please ask your friends and relatives – in fact anyone you know – to collect vouchers for us!   
 
We can collect even more Computers for Schools vouchers if you recycle your used inkjet cartridges 
and old mobile phones.  Please contact us for more details. 
 
Thank you. 
 
        I.T Department 
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PE Department 
 
PGL 2008 
  
At the end of February, 20 Year 11 pupils who follow the Sports Leadership Award, accompanied by 
Mr Farish and Mrs Sharp braved the cold winter weather to take part in an outdoor education trip to 
PGL (Parents Get Lost) in Shropshire.  We began the week by climbing the Wrekin at Telford where 
we tried to eat our lunch without getting blown over!  We then went on to the centre and began a week 
of climbing, abseiling, canoeing, raft building, amongst other things, most notably 'riding big fat 
ponies'! 
  
A fantastic time was had by all (pupils AND teachers) and everyone was a bit gutted to have to leave!  
I want to say well done to everyone who got stuck in and gave it their best, especially to all those who 
got over some of their fears - good stuff!!! 
  

Mr S Farish 
        PE Department  
Cannock and District Netball 
  
On Tuesday 4th March, Nether Stowe hosted the Yr 7 netball tournament. 11 schools from the area 
attended for a tournament split into two sections. The Nether Stowe girls lost narrowly to King 
Edwards B team, Friary and Cheslyn Hay. They had good wins against Chase Town and Cannock 
Chase High. 
  
The semi finals saw King Edwards A team play Cheslyn Hay and King Edwards B team playing Chase 
Terrace. 
  
The final was between the two King Edwards teams. 
  
The afternoon ran smoothly and was enjoyed by all, thanks to everyone that helped to support. 
          

Miss L Brown 
        PE Department 
 
Singing in the Rain 
 
Well as we come to the end of another spring term so we arrive at the completion of another 
phenominal school production.  The Sunday prior to the show panic set in.  Lots to be done and not a 
lot of time to do it in, Ms Roberts was ill so how were we all going to get things completed, perfected 
and honed so that we could go public with pride? But, along came Miss Wenn and together with the 
team and the cast, by Wednesday we had a show to be proud of.  A very big thank you to all staff and 
pupils on and off the stage for all their hard work, enthusiasm and commitment to produce another 
Nether Stowe spectacular all singing, all acting, all dancing show.  A credit to those involved right 
from the actors, dancers and musicians seen on set through to stage crew, set, sound, lighting, costumes 
and make-up and front of House, not forgetting the support of parents for making sure that the students 
were well supported in their task.  A mention should be made of our up and coming film directors Luke 
and Nathan for their many hours of hard work producing the black and white footage an integral part of 
the show.  
 
This year it was truly a joint effort, with Staff and Students alike all pulling together to produce a 
brilliant show.  With all the problems we encountered along the way my heart felt thanks and 
admiration go especially to the students themselves who worked so very hard together to produce such 
tight, polished performances on the nights. Well done to everyone, Singing in The Rain was a week of 
which we, at Nether Stowe can all be very proud. May I wish Ms Roberts on behalf of the students and 
staff a full and speedy recovery. 
        Mrs F Welch 
        Head of MFL 
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PARENT-GOVERNOR ELECTION  
 

There are 3 vacancies on the Governing Body for 3 Parent Governors.  If you would like your name to 
be put forward please complete the attached form.  Governors serve for a 4 year period, ie. April 2008-
March 2012. 
 
The Governing Body plays a major part in the life of the school, and carries many important 
responsibilities.  It is vital that parents are fully represented.  May I encourage parents to consider 
standing? 
 
If you would like to stand please complete the accompanying form and return it to school by 9am on 
Friday 4th April 2008.  Please write a few notes in support of your candidature.  If more than one 
nomination is received a ballot would need to be held and this supporting information will be published 
to assist parents in making their choice. 
 
 
 

Mr B Cooper 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary 
 
19th March   - Parents Evening 7pm – Ofsted Feedback Evening update on  
    Specialist College Bid – All welcome in the Library 
   - School Closes 
Summer Term 
 
3rd April   - School Opens 
7th -11th April   - Year 9 Option Interviews 
28th April - 2nd May - Year 10 Examinations 
5th May   - Bank Holiday 
6th - 9th May  - Year 9 Sats Examinations 
12th May   - GCE, GCSE Examinations start 
21st May   - Year 10 Parents Evening 
26th May   - Half Term 
 
2nd June   - School Opens 
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